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Union scheme could be altered by the House of Commons. The
ratification in our case will be of a treaty to which Britain will
be party.
Such swaraj may not come this year, may not come within our
generation. But I have contemplated nothing less. The British
Parliament, when the settlement comes, will ratify the wishes of the
people of India as expressed not through the bureaucracy but
through her freely chosen representatives.
Swaraj can never be a free gift by one nation to another. It
is a treasure to be purchased with a nation's best blood. It will
cease to be a gift when we have paid dearly for it. The Viceroy
was confused when he said that swaraj would have to come from
the Parliament unless it came by the sword. He paid no com-
pliment to his country when he allowed his audience to infer that
England was incapable of listening to the moral pressure of suffering,
and he insulted the intelligence of his audience if he wished it to
understand that the British Parliament would give swaraj when it
wished irrespective of India's desires and aspirations. The fact is
that swaraj will be a fruit of incessant labour, suffering beyond
measure.
But His Excellency is unused to any substitute for the sword
and, therefore, does probably think that by exercising our debating
skill in the legislative councils, some day or other we shall be
able to impress the British Parliament with the desirability of grant*
ing us swaraj. He will soon learn that there is a better and more
effective substitute for the sword and that is civil disobedience. It
is daily becoming increasingly clear that civil disobedience will
afford the course of suffering through which India must pass before
she comes to her own.
We have not come to our own. There is still mutual dis-
trust between Mussulmans and Hindus. The untouchables have
not yet felt the glow of the Hindu touch. The Parsis and the
Christians of India do not yet know their future under swaraj to
a certainty. We have not yet learnt the art nor realized the nece-
ssity of obeying our own laws. The spinning-wheel has not yet
found a permanent place-in our homes. Khadi has not yet become
the national garment. In other words, we have not yet understood
the art or the conditions of self-protection.
There is still a body of opinion diminishing in volume but not
yet negligible which considers that violence alone will bring swaraj
to us and that, therefore, violence might be permitted to continue
side by side with non-violence, i.e., our non-violence should be
regarded as merely a prelude to and a preparation for violence.